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tatively that the re-embodiment is not to be permitted. Ob-
viously the Government has no notion of allowing an offender
of this degree to elude surveillance by a temporary retirement
into incorporeal existence, or to whitewash himself by the
simple subterfuge of a fresh birth* The case seems to have
been important, and the decision must have caused some ex-
citement in Lhassa, for vague rumours of trouble caused by an
unauthorised incarnation spread as far as India, through the
Buddhist monasteries on the Indian slopes of the Himalayan
range separating Tibet from Bengal.

It seems, indeed, that prohibition to reappear is not an un-
common exercise of control by the Government over disorderly
Lamas; for in another case, where a spiritual dignitary had
been dismissed and transmigration interdicted, a lenient
view is taken, and the sentence is rescinded on petition
of appeal, after the appellant's death (be it noted) at
Pekin. " "We decree that, as is besought of us, search
may be made to discover the child in whose body the
soul of the deceased Hucheng has been reborn, and that he
be allowed to resume the government of his proper Lamasery."
All these proceedings afford evidence of the extraordinary
rigour with which the Imperial Government seems to exercise
its supremacy over all matters spiritual; and they are curious
as illustrating the little deference paid to religious suscepti-
bilities whenever the public service, or the police of the
Empire, or morality generally, is concerned. The Chinese
Government surrounds itself with fictions and formulas; it
seems to encourage every possible development of superstition,
and to let the people be priest-ridden and sphit-ridden to any
extent, on the understanding that the State is always master,
whether of priests, spirits, or deities. There is nothing un-
natural in a despotic ruler wishing to hold this attitude;
although it is very rare that he succeeds in doing so, or that,
as seems to be the case in China, the people and even the
priests acquiesce thoroughly in the arrangement. But all
these things are to be explained by the peculiar religious
atmosphere of Asia (as once-of the whole primitive world), in
wMela forms sad fictions are real and yet unreal, familiar and